
 
 

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 
TRAILER DESIGN, LOADING/UNLOADING AND STORAGE GUIDELINES 

 
Vessels transported on trailers or stored in dry storage require special considerations to ensure there are no undue 
stresses placed on the hull and/or structure. Regardless of the size of your Contender, the following guidance will help to 
ensure many years of enjoyment and protect against preventable damage. 

• Only use qualified and experienced contractors, facilities and services when lifting, transporting, hauling and 
storing your Contender. 

• Extra steps should always be taken to protect the finishes of the hull and topsides that may come in contact with 
lifting, trailer or storage surfaces. 

• Reducing the deadweight of your Contender when trailering, loading, lifting or storing is always a good idea. This 
can be accomplished by removing all unnecessary gear, emptying the water and waste tanks. 

Damage caused by improper trailering, loading, lifting and/or storage is not covered under your Contender Limited 
Warranty.  Please refer to the Owner’s Manual or website for details. 
 
TRAILER GUIDELINES 
 
TRAILER LOADING/ UNLOADING: With trailered vessels now often exceeding 20,000 lbs in displacement, and carrying 
up to 2,000 HP, “power-loading” the vessel onto the trailer must be avoided, especially in the case of an inadequately 
designed trailer. The boat must be able to float freely, nearly to the bow stop, and then be secured and removed from the 
water. The same is true for unloading. 
TRAILER DESIGN:  A properly designed trailer will provide support along the keel, with additional outboard bunks used to 
provide stability.  

INSUFFICIENT TRAILER BUNK DESIGN  

 
When loading the vessel, the offset bunks pictured above provide hull support perpendicular to the hull surface in areas not 
intended for this type of loading.  Offset bunks can present a hazard when extreme ramp angles are encountered and/or the 

trailer is not sufficiently submerged to accept a free-floating hull. 
 

IDEAL TRAILER BUNK DESIGN 

 
A full-length keel landing surface provides primary support.  Secondary bunks are used further outboard for transverse 

stability. 



 
 
 
BOAT LIFT/ WORK STAND GUIDELINES 
 
 
 

 
***LCG: longitudinal center of gravity 

 
 
 
SLING/ TRAVEL LIFT GUIDELINES 
 
 

       
 

***LCG: longitudinal center of gravity 
*Single point lifting arrangements must utilize appropriate strongbacks and/or spreaders to prevent compressing the hull 

of your Contender.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORK LIFT GUIDELINES 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLOCK GUIDELINES 
 
 

 
*Loads should be equally distributed at keel blocks and jack stands 

*Jack stands at the chines should be contoured to fit inside the chine profiles 
*Block heights may need to be adjusted to compensate for ground landing irregularities 

 


